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Dear Mr. Muyjica:

Those of us who have been inspired by your Presidency in Uruguay, including your generous welcome of
refugees from Syria, and who have supported struggles for democracy and social justice in Latin America,
were quite concerned to learn that you had accepted the "Order of Republika Srpska" in Vi§egrad. With all
due respect Mr. Mujica, we would like to share our grave concern in this matter with you.

Other reported recipients of this award have included former Bosnian Serb President Radovan Karadzi¢
and Mom¢ilo Krajisnik, both who were found guilty of war crimes by the International Criminal Tribunal
for the Former Yugoslavia. Mr. KaradZi¢ was found guilty of Genocide, Crimes Against Humanity, and
other war crimes, and Mr. Kraji$nik was found guilty of Crimes Against Humanity. We are not sure why
you would you allow yourself to be associated with such convicted war criminals.

Mr. Karadzi¢, for example, was convicted of the objective to permanently remove non-Serbs from Bosnian
Serb claimed territory. The Chamber's verdict reads:

Having weighed the evidence discussed above in light of the systematic and organised
manner in which crimes were committed in each of the Municipalities, the Chamber finds
beyond reasonable doubt that between October 1991 and 30 November 1995 there existed a
common plan fo permanently remove Bosnian Muslims and Bosnian Croats from Bosnian
Serb claimed territory through the crimes as set out in more detail below. The Chamber
finds that starting in October 1991, the Accused and the Bosnian Serb leadership agreed on
how they would respond to the declaration of sovereignty in BiH and the measures they
would take to create their own ethnically homogeneous state. (ICTY/Karadzi¢, 2016, §3447,
my emphasis)

In other words, Republika Srpska was declared in January 1992 (within the boundary of the sovereign
State of Bosnia and Herzegovina), and the leaders of Republika Srpska began to remove non-Serbs from
the territory through acts of violence that have subsequently been ruled to be Genocide, Crimes Against
Humanity and other War Crimes.

As part of the above referenced eliminationist "objective," innocent civilians were murdered and forcibly
displaced in ViSegrad. In two separate incidents in June 1992, approximately 120 women and children
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were locked into houses that were then set ablaze. Approximately 60 were murdered in the Pionirska Street
house on June 14, 1992, and approximately 60 were murdered in the house in the Bikavac neighborhood
on June 27, 1992.

In its verdict in the case of Milan and Srejode Lukié, the perpetrators of these crimes, the Trial Chamber
offered the following haunting observations on the Pionirska Street and Bikavac atrocities:

In the all too long, sad and wretched history of man’s inhumanity to man, the Pionirska
street and Bikavac fires must rank high. At the close of the 20th century, a century marked
by war and bloodshed on a colossal scale, these horrific events remain imprinted on the
memory for the viciousness of the incendiary attack, for the obvious premeditation and
calculation that defined it, for the sheer callousness, monstrosity and brutality of herding,
trapping and locking the victims in the two houses, thereby rendering them helpless in the
ensuing inferno and for the degree of pain and suffering inflicted on the victims as they were
burnt alive. (ICTY/Luki¢, 2009, §740)

Milan and Srejode Luki¢ were convicted and sentenced, respectively, to life in prison and to 27 years in
prison.

In addition to these unspeakable atrocities, in 1992, innocent civilians in Visegrad were murdered on the
Mehmed Pa8a Sokolovi¢ Bridge and thrown into the Drina river. In the summer of 2010, work on a nearby
dam caused the river level to drop. Experts from the Bosnian Missing Persons Institute and the
International Commission on Missing Persons realized that this might be their only chance to exhume and
identify the victims from the riverbed. I was invited to accompany the government exhumation team and I
can testify, Mr. Mujica, that I witnessed the discovery of the bones of the victims.

In May 2012, sixty of the victims who had been identified were buried in the StraZiste cemetery, a private
Muslim cemetery in ViSegrad. At that time, a memorial was installed that bore the inscription: "in memory
of the victims of the Videgrad genocide". The local Municipality imnmediately announced plans to destroy
the memorial. Subsequently, in January 2014, in an act of wanton desecration, the Municipality forcibly
entered the cemetery, under heavy police protection, breaking the lock on the gate, and ground the word
"genocide" from the memorial.

Further, the Visegrad Municipality had announced its plan to demolish the ruins of the Pionirska Street
house. This action would have resulted in the erasure of the evidence of the crime. Local survivors and
activists who attempted to rebuild the house in order to protect it, including Bakira Hasegi¢, President of
Women Victims of War, were charged with unlawful construction. They had courageously crossed the
"red tape" that had been placed around the house--announcing the warning "Zabranje Rad" [Work
Prohibited]--in order to preserve the site and to honor the memory of the victims.

The suppression of memorials in Vi§egrad, whether concerning the removal of the word "genocide" in the
StraZiste cemetery, or concerning the threat to destroy the Pionirska Street house, is a human rights
violation. Such a suppression of cultural memory is also patently discriminatory, since a memorial in
honor of the perpetrators of the atrocities has been erected in the middle of Visegrad.

While the Pionirska Street house faces destruction, it is cruelly ironic that Andriégrad, constructed from
opulent stone at a cost of 10 million Euros, has risen on the Drina River, just north of the bridge from
which the victims were murdered and thrown into the river. Andri¢grad includes a replica of a statue
honoring Montenegrin Prince/Bishop and poet, Petar II Petrovi¢-Njegos, as well as a replica of the Visoki
Decani Monastery from Kosovo (which has been dedicated in Visegrad to Prince Lazar and the martyrs of
Kosovo). The statue of Njegos evokes his poem "The Mountain Wreath," that called for the extermination



of Muslims, and the replica of the Church from Kosovo, recalls Kosovo as the touchstone of Serbian
nationalism. In other words, Andriégrad is an ultranationalist fantasy town that perpetuates the politics of
ethnic homogeneity through exclusion or elimination, the very politics for which KaradZi¢ was convicted.

The suppression of memorials for the victims and the propagation of Serbian nationalism are endemic to
the political culture of Republika Srpska. Indeed, President Milorad Dodik is perpetrating a politics of
genocide denial, social division, and national and regional destabilization. In spite of numerous rulings on
the genocide in Srebrenica by international courts, including the International Criminal Tribunal for the
former Yugoslavia and the International Court of Justice, Mr. Dodik consistently denies the genocide,
thereby demeaning and insulting the victims. Further, Mr. Dodik threatens secession from Bosnia and
Herzegovina, and threatens to hold referenda on the national Court of Bosnia as well as on the authority of
the High Representative. President Dodik, the person who bestowed this award upon you, is pursuing the
active destabilization of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which is a threat to national security and a violation of
Dayton Peace Accords.

Therefore, Mr. Mujica, we respectfully ask you, as a person who has dedicated his life to the struggle for
justice, to renounce and return your award. Further, we invite you to visit ViSegrad, and to accompany us
to the Pionirska Street house, the Bikavac site and to the Straziste cemetery, in order to pay your respects
to the innocent victims. If you have time, we can also accompany you to Srebrenica, as well as to Prijedor-
-where survivors have also been prohibited from installing memorials at the former sites of the
concentration camps, and where parents have been prohibited from installing a memorial to the 102
children who were killed.

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

David Pettigrew, Ph.D.

Professor of Philosophy

Southern Connecticut State University

Steering Committee, Yale University Genocide Studies Program

Board Member, Bosnian American Genocide Institute and Education Center
International Team of Experts, Institute for Research of Genocide Canada

with the following co-signatories:



Co-Signatories:

Adil Kulenovié¢
President, KRUG 99, Sarajevo

Bakira Hasedié, President,
Association of Women Victims of War

Bilal Memisevié,
Head of Islamic Community of ViSegrad

Dr. Rasim Muratovic¢
Director, Institute for Research of Crimes Against Humanity and International Law
University of Sarajevo

Ida SeferRoche, M.S.W., M.A,

President of the Board,

Bosnian-American Genocide Institute and Education Center (BAGI)
Chicago, Illinois, USA

Emir Ramié, Ph.D.
Professor of Political Science
Chairman of the Institute for Research of Genocide Canada

Ajla Delkié¢, Executive Director,
Advisory Council for Bosnia and Herzegovina
Washington, D.C., USA

Camil Durakovi¢
Mayor, Srebrenica Municipality

Adisada Dudi¢
Human Rights Activist and Srebrenica Genocide Survivor
Global Immigration Attorney, Washington D.C., USA

Satko Mujagic¢

Human Rights Activist

Former Detainee of Omarska and Manjaca Concentration Camps
(Detained by the authorities of Republika Srpska in 1992)

Hariz Halilovich, Associate Professor,
Vice Chancellor's Senior Research Fellow
Centre for Global Research,

RMIT University, Melbourne, Australia

Dr. Peter Phipps,
Global, Urban and Social Studies,
RMIT University, Melbourne, Australia



Co-Signatories (continued):

Dzemal Sokolovié
Professor Emeritus of Sociology
University of Bergen, Norway

Patrick McCarthy,
Associate Dean of Libraries,
Saint Louis University

St. Louis, Missouri, USA

Ben Moore, Ph.D.

Director of the Bosnia Memory Project
Fontbonne University

St. Louis, Missouri, USA

Sanja Seferovié-Drnovsek, J.D., M.Ed.,
Member, Illinois Holocaust and Genocide Commission, USA

Srdan Sugnica,
Cultural Studies Researcher,
Banja Luka, Bosnia and Herzegovina

Murat Tahirovié
President of the Association of Victims and Witnesses of Genocide
Sarajevo
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